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Among the principal buildings in Am-
sterdam are the palace or town hall, the
new StadtliuiSj the Bourse, the Bijks
Museum and the New Church, founded in
1408. The city is also well supplied with
hospitals and charitable and educational in-
stitutions. The chief manufactures are to-
bacco, glass, soap, jewelry, linen, silk and
machinery. One of the chief industries is
diamond-cutting, for which the city is espe-
cially famous. Amsterdam ranks much
higher as a trading town than as a manufac-
turing town. During the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries it was one of the
wealthiest and most flourishing cities in the
world. Its forced alliance with France
ruined its trade, but since 1813 its commerce
has revived, and in normal years the an-
nual tonnage entering and clearing the port is
between 3,000,000 and 4,000,000. The city
is well fortified. Population, 1909, 566,-
131; in 1928, 735,000.
AMSTERDAM, N. Y., founded in 1778
and called Veedersburg until 1804, is thirty-
four miles west of Albany, on the New York
Barge Canal and on the New York Central
and the "West Shore railroads. There is also
interurban service. The city has a Carnegie
Library and two hospitals. The manufac-
tures of the city amount to half a million
dollars every week; more pearl buttons are
made here, it is claimed, than in any other
town in the world. It is also a notable
carpet-manufacturing city. Among other
products are gloves and knit goods. Popu-
lation, 1920, 33,524; in 1930, 34,817, a gain-
of 3.5 per cent.
AMU, all moo', or AMU-DARYA, ah
moo dahr'ya, (ancient Oxus), a large river
of central Asia that rises in the Pamir be-
tween Bokhara and India, flowing north-
westerly into the Sea of Aral. Its length
is about 1,600 miles, 800 of which are
navigable for light boats. In its course the
Amu receives a number of tributaries and in
historic times has frequently changed its
course. As late as the early part of the
sixteenth century it flowed into the Caspian
Sea. This river is of importance because it
is the source of water for the irrigation of
the surrounding country.
AM'ULET, an object worn by the super-
stitious to protect the owner from sickness
and misfortune*. Metal objects of every
conceivable shape—ears, teeth and tongues
of animals, plants, sacred relies and jewels
 are typical examples of such charms. In the
Orient, where the practice of wearing am-
ulets originated, the custom is still common,
and it is not wholly unknown in Europe and
America.
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ROALD AMUNDSEN
AMUNDSEN, ah'munsen, roald (1872-
1928), a Norwegian explorer whose crown-
ing achievement was the discovery of the
South Pole. He was born at Borje, Nor-
way, and educated for the navy. As first
mate of the Belgica he engaged in Antarctic
explorations in 1897-1899, but his first really
notable work was
done in connec-
tion with his
search for the
north magnetic
pole (1903-1905).
He proved that
the pole is not sta-
tionary, and re-
corded observa-
tions of inestima-
ble value. In 1905
his ship, the Gjoa,
sailed through the long-sought Northwest
Passage, thus rounding out nearly four cen-
turies of endeavor.
Amundsen began Ms epoch-making voy-
age to the South Pole in 1910. In Nansen's
ship, the Fram, he reached the southern
continent in January, 1911, and on the great
ice cap established headquarters. In Oc-
tober of that year he and four companions
began an overland journey with dogs and
sledges, and after weeks of perilous travel-
ing they reached the Pole on December 16.
Their small tent, with the Norwegian flag
floating above it, was found later by the
ill-fated Scott party (see scott, egbert
falcon). Amundsen lectured in many dif-
ferent countries, and published the story of
his discovery in a book entitled (English edi-
tion) The South Pole.
In June, 1928, Amundsen, with five com-
panions in an airplane, was lost in the Arctic
in an attempt to rescue the crew of the
-wrecked Italian expedition.
AMUR, or AMOOE, ah moor', a river of
Eastern Asia, formed by the union of the
Shilka and Argun rivers. It is about 2,680
miles long, forming part of the northern boun-
dary of Manchuria. It empties into a strait
opening into the sea of Okhotsk. For the
most part it is open for navigation and is
valuable for commerce. In 1916 a new port

